Appendix 2

THE STATE COMMITTEE OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

ORDER (abstract)

issued 18.04. 95     № 570

On Establishing of the Accreditation Center 

of Goscomvuz (The State Committee of Higher Education) of Russia 

at the Mari State Technical University

With a view to realize the Temporary Statute on the Accreditation of Institutions of Secondary and Higher Professional Education in the Russian Federation, ratified by the decree of Goscomvuz of Russia dated 30.11. 94 №6, concerning the software and informational and analytic provision of the system of accreditation, and in accordance with the decree of the government of the Russian Federation dated 10.02.94 № 96 "On delegation of authority of the government of the Russian Federation over control and management of objects of the federal property"

Be it enacted:

1. To establish the Accreditation Center of Goscomvuz of Russia (further referred to as the Center) at the Mari State Technical University with the status of the Research Agency.

2. To determine the following main directions of activity for the Center:

· development of the methodological and normative documentation on the accreditation of institutions of professional education;

· creation of the unified software and information complex of accreditation;

· efficient information service of the system of accreditation;

· maintenance and modification of software and information provision of the system of accreditation;

· development of software for quality evaluation of education;

· analysis, systematization and generalization of the accreditation results;

· conducting of scientific and methodological research into the improvement of software, analytic and methodological provision of the system of accreditation.

Appendix 3
Regulations

On the Accreditation of a Higher Education Institution

(Ratified by the decree of the Government of the Russian Federation

issued on 02.12.1999 № 1323)

1. In accordance with the Law On Education of the Russian Federation and the Federal Law On Higher and Post Graduate Professional Education the present regulations determine the order of conducting the accreditation of educational institutions and organizations of higher professional education (hereinafter referred to as higher education institution) irrespective of their departmental subordination and organizational and legal forms.
2. The aim of accreditation of a higher educational institution is the establishing (confirmation for the next term) of its accreditation status (hereinafter referred to as status) according to the type (higher educational institution) and kind (institute, academy, university) with the list of educational programs of higher professional education(hereinafter referred to as accredited programs), in accordance with which a higher education institution has the right to issue diplomas of the standard.
3. This regulation is valid for the higher education institutions established and acting in accordance with the Law of the Russian Federation in the sphere of education. They must have a license to carry out an educational activity in the sphere of higher professional education issued by the federal administrative body of higher professional education, and a resolution about the attestation, issued by the body that carried out the procedure of attestation.
4. The accreditation of higher education institution is carried out by the federal body for administration in the sphere of higher professional education (hereinafter referred to as accreditation body) on the ground of the final resolution on attestation, results of external quality assessment and criteria for accreditation of higher institutions of different types confirmed by the accreditation body.

In order to provide informational and methodological support, objectivity and transparency assurance of the taken decisions, the central database of Russian higher education institutions is formed. It includes performance indicators which are taken into consideration when making an accreditation decision. Expenses on informational and methodological support of accreditation procedure are covered by the higher education institution under the contract signed with the organization which carries out informational and methodological support. The form of the contract is approved by the accreditation body.
5. The accreditation is carried out by the accreditation body which includes representatives of federal executive authorities in the sphere of education, public organizations, state and social unions in the system of higher professional education, as well as rectors of higher education institutions are accredited for the term of 5 years.
6. The final decision on HEI’s accreditation is confirmed by the order of the accreditation body. The certificate of accreditation (hereinafter referred to as the certificate) is issued on the ground of the mentioned order of the accreditation body.
7. The certificate is considered to be a document which confirms the status of a higher school, correspondence of the contents of the accredited programs and the quality of preparation of the graduates to the required state standards, the right to issue state diplomas confirming the adequate level of education. The certificate is sighed by the head of the accreditation body and sealed with a stamp.

8. The accreditation body establishes the form of the certificate and its supplement and is responsible for production, accounting and keeping the forms. A certificate form is considered to be a document of strict accountability, has a protection degree of the standard of valuable papers to bearer, registration number and series. The supplement to the certificate is filled in on special paper. It is sewed together and sealed.

9. The certificate indicates the registered number, date of issue, term of validity, location (juridical address) of a higher education institution, its full name (including special name – e.g. conservatoire, vocational school), its kind (institute, university, academy), organizational and legal form. If accreditation shows that the status of the higher education institution differs from the one indicated in its name, higher education institution gets a temporary certificate of the indicated status for the term not longer than 6 months. Such a certificate gives an educational institution all the rights of the accredited one. The permanent certificate is issued on the ground of the application and constituent documents with the name corresponding to the established status. The supplement contains a list of the accredited programs of all educational levels carried out by the higher education institution; cycles of education, qualifications (degrees) granted to the graduates, name and address of all branches with the list of the accredited programs offered in every branch of the higher education institution. The certificate without a supplement is not valid.

10. The certificate is valid only for the term of accreditation. On the expiry date of this term the certificate loses its power. Renewal of the certificate is implemented in the same order as obtaining. Additional information regarding the accredited programs of a higher educational institution and its branches are introduced into a special supplement to the certificate.

11. In order to have the accreditation conducted the head of a higher education institution makes an application signed and sealed with the stamp by the founder (founders) or the entitled body. The application must have a supplement with performance indicators in the form approved by the accreditation body; and a copy of the final report about attestation of the higher educational institution.

All documents submitted for accreditation are registered by the accreditation body and kept until the expiry date of the certificate. The order of examining papers and carrying out the accreditation is established by the accreditation body. The period of document examination, external review and decision making must not exceed four months.

Unauthentic and misrepresented information contained in the documents is considered to be a reason to reject the documents.
12. The branches of a higher institution that have passed attestation, undergo accreditation together with the educational institution itself.

13. The higher education institution has the right to recall an application for accreditation before the final decision is made by the accreditation body.

14. The unsatisfactory result of the attestation is a reason to refuse accreditation.

15. The accreditation body has the power to suspend or nullify the certificate ( withdraw accreditation) entirely or on some educational programs listed in the supplement by a special decree in the following case:

a) the founder (founders) or the entitled body makes an appropriate application;

b) the unauthentic and misrepresented information is found in the documents submitted for accreditation;

c) the higher education institution violates the legislation of the Russian Federation in the sphere of education;

d) the suspension or nullifying the license;

e) the unsatisfactory report on the attestation results carried out  when the accreditation certificate is valid;

f) the reclamation of the state body that carried out the attestation.

In case the circumstances that caused suspension of the certificate have changed, the validity of the certificate can be resumed by the decision of the accreditation body.

The higher education institution, its founders and the regional management body in education shall be informed of the appropriate resolution.
16. A decree of the accreditation body about annulment of the certificate is considered to be the reason to strike off the name of the higher education institution from the accredited higher education institutions’ register.

17. The repeated in two year period reclamation of the state body that carried out attestation on the quality of education and/or inadequacy to the requirements of the state standards entail deprivation of the certificate legalized by the decree of the accreditation body. Renewal of the certificate is carries out in the same order as obtaining. 

18. In the case of liquidation or reorganization of a higher education institution (merger, joining, division, detachment), change of organizational and legal form or status, the accreditation loses its power and the previously issued certificate is canceled. A special record concerning this is to be made in the list of the accredited higher institutions.

If any reorganization is made during the period of the certificate is valid, the higher education institution is bound to inform the accreditation body and return the certificate.
19. In case the certificate is lost or in case of changes in the name, juridical address, a partial change of the founder, renewal of the certificate is allowed on the ground of an application from the higher education institution and documents confirming the changes.

20. Accreditation decision or its refusal can be appealed in court in the order established by the Russian Federation legislation.
21. Information about the accredited higher education institutions and received certificates with the register of the accredited programs as well as information about higher education institutions with suspended or cancelled certificates are entered in the register of the accredited educational institutions and published in the periodic editions of the accreditation body.

Appendix 4

Management Plan 

of the National Accreditation Agency

for the academic year of 2005-2006 

	№
	Actions
	Schedule
	Personnel in charge
	Expected results

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1. Information and methodological support of the accreditation procedure

	1.1.
	Preparation of documents presented by the educational institutions, branches and separate educational programs (of higher education institutions, institutions of secondary professional education, institutions of advanced professional training) for consideration at the Accreditation Board of the Federal Service of Supervision in Education and Science
	According to schedule
	E.N. Shuvalov

G.N. Motova

T.N. Domracheva

G.Y. Gerasimova
	Completed forms

	1.2.
	Preparation of slide-films for illustrating the Accreditation Board procedures
	According to schedule
	T.N. Domracheva

D.I. Petrov
	slide-films

	1.3.
	Development of drafts of accreditation certificates
	Monthly
	E.N. Shuvalov

T.N. Domracheva
	Drafts of Certificates

	1.4.
	Processing and preparation of the documents presented by institutions of secondary professional education for the work of the departmental and regional accreditation boards (committees)
	On inquiry of the regional and departmental education management bodies
	G.N. Motova

T.N. Domracheva

G.Y. Gerasimova
	Completed forms

	1.5.
	Preparation and delivery of data collection modules for the Central Database of Accreditation:

for higher education institutions;

for institutions of secondary professional education;

for institutions of advanced professional training.
	By

15.12.2004

01.01.2005

20.01.2005
	E.N. Shuvalov

G.Y. Gerasimova

D.I. Petrov
	Delivery of data collection modules

	1.6.
	Information gathering.

Information update for the Central Database of Accreditation

Preparation of the new background
	1.09.2005
	M.V. Petropavlovsky

D.I. Petrov

G.Y. Gerasimova


	Changes in the Central Database of Accreditation

New background

	1.7.
	Preparation of the registers of the accredited institutions of higher professional education, secondary professional education and advanced professional training.
	15.01.2006
	E.N. Shuvalov

T.N. Domracheva

D.I. Petrov


	Registers of accredited institutions

	1.8.
	Preparation of reference books of accredited institutions of higher professional education, secondary professional education and advanced professional training.
	15.01.2006
	E.N. Shuvalov

T.N. Domracheva

L.V. Tihonova
	Reference books of the accredited institutions

	1.9.
	Maintenance of the electronic register of licenses granted by the Federal Service of Supervision in Education and Science
	On a regular basis
	E.N. Shuvalov

G.Y. Gerasimova


	Electronic register of the accredited institutions

	1.10.
	Preparation of the analytical report on the state of affairs and development of the accreditation system
	1.02.2006
	M.V. Petropavlovsky

D.I. Petrov


	Analytical report

	1.11.
	Information update on accreditation procedures on web-servers
	On a regular basis
	G.N. Motova

L.V. Tihonova
	Up-to-date information in the Internet

	1.12.
	Preparation of the analytical information for the Department of Licensing, Attestation and Accreditation
	On demand
	M.V. Petropavlovsky

G.N. Motova

D.I. Petrov


	Analytical information

	1.13.
	Preparation of the information and analytical documentation on out-of-time examination of students’ learning progress
	On demand
	M.V. Petropavlovsky


	Information and analytical documents

	2. Development of new informational, methodological, program documentation
for the procedures of licensing, attestation and accreditation

	2.1.
	Improving the contents of “The presentation of the higher education institution for accreditation”, “The presentation of separate educational programs for accreditation” and “The presentation of branches for accreditation”, development and introduction of the multimedia form of “The presentation” for the Accreditation Board
	1.10.2005
	M.V. Petropavlovsky

D.I. Petrov


	Presentations of a higher education institution, branches and separate educational programs, multimedia form of “The presentation” for the Accreditation Board

	2.2.
	Developing of a new version of the complex assessment module for higher education institutions
	1.10.2005
	M.V.Petropavlovsky

D.I. Petrov
	Complex assessment module

	2.3.
	Approbation and introduction of the assessment methods for the indicator “Students’ support in educational institutions” in relation to higher education institutions and vocational schools. Working out of the students’ questionnaire technology.
	1.06.2005
	G.N. Motova

S.P. Leh
	Assessment methods for indicators

	2.4.
	Development of the Internet resource for co-operation with the regional education management bodies on issues of licensing, attestation and accreditation
	1.06.2005
	D.I. Petrov

G.N. Motova


	Internet-resource

	3. Organization and participation in training courses

	3.1.
	Organization of the training courses for the heads of higher education institutions: rectors, pro-rectors, responsible for carrying out the procedure of complex assessment; heads of the educational departments and specialists
	According to schedule
	G.N. Motova

L.V. Tihonova
	Improved competence of the heads of higher education institutions

	3.2.
	Training of experts participating in attestation reviews of higher education institutions
	According to schedule
	G.N. Motova

L.V. Tihonova
	Qualified experts

	3.3.
	Preparation of the educational and methodological, informational and program documentation for the participants of the training courses
	According to schedule
	G.N. Motova

L.V. Tihonova
	Sets of the educational and methodological documentation

	3.4.
	Advisory and informational support of the participants of the training courses via Internet
	On a regular basis
	G.N. Motova

L.V. Tihonova
	Consultancy on accreditation procedures

	3.5.
	In-service training for the agency’s staff
	According to schedule
	V.G. Navodnov
	Improved competence

	4. Scientific research projects

	4.1.
	Developing the technology of the information and analytical support of the competition for placement of state order for training specialists with higher education
	April

2005
	M.V.Petropavlovsky

D.I. Petrov
	Analytical support of the competition

	4.2.
	Developing methods of expert evaluation of the accreditation criteria for experts panels for quality evaluation of higher education institutions
	September

2005
	V.G. Navodnov

G.N. Motova

M.V.Petropavlovsky


	Methodology of expert evaluation

	4.3.
	Developing of program and methodological support of self-evaluation procedure for quality evaluation of higher education institutions
	01.09.2005
	M.V.Petropavlovsky

D.I. Petrov
	A set of programs and software

	4.4.
	Pilot approbation of the Unified Professional Internet-exam
	May 2005
	M.V.Petropavlovsky

A.S. Maslennikov
	

	5. Conferences, workshops, meetings

	5.1.
	Holding All-Russian conference on licensing and accreditation procedures in the regions of the Russian Federation
	October

2005
	G.N. Motova

L.V. Tihonova
	Program of co-operation with the regions

	5.2.
	The Russian workshop on questions of improvement of the quality evaluation and accreditation procedures
	April

2005
	V.G. Navodnov

E.N.Shuvalov
	Suggestions on improvement of the accreditation procedure

	5.3.
	Participation in conferences, workshops and meetings on education quality assessment
	On a regular basis
	Staff of the Agency
	Improvement of the education quality assessment system

	6. International contacts

	6.1.
	Participation in the Workgroup responsible for realization of the Bologna Declaration, preparation of the working papers
	According to schedule
	V.G. Navodnov

G.N. Motova


	Realization of the Bologna declaration statements

	6.2.
	Participation in the network of the accreditation agencies of the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Baltic States
	According to schedule
	V.G. Navodnov

G.N. Motova


	Report 

	6.3.
	Participation in the CIS Council for collaboration in the sphere of education
	On invitation
	G.N. Motova


	Report 

	6.4.
	Participation in the work of the International accreditation agencies INQAAHE, CEENET
	On invitation
	V.G. Navodnov

G.N. Motova

E.N.Shuvalov

M.V.Petropavlovsky
	Report 

	6.5.
	Making necessary steps for joining the European accreditation agencies’ Network
	May

2005
	G.N. Motova


	Realization of the Bologna declaration statements

	6.6.
	Participation in the International conferences on education quality assessment system
	On invitation
	V.G. Navodnov

G.N. Motova

E.N.Shuvalov

M.V.Petropavlovsky
	Reports

	7. Logistics

	7.1.
	Maintenance of the Agency’s facilities
	According to schedule
	E.N.Shuvalov


	

	7.2.
	Updating of the agency’s soft- and hard-ware equipment
	According to the equipment plan of the Agency
	E.N.Shuvalov

M.L.Muntyan
	Efficient equipment

	7.3.
	Updating the fire alarm system of the Agency
	According to the equipment plan of the Agency
	E.N.Shuvalov

M.L.Muntyan
	Up-to-date system of fire alarm

	7.4.
	Installation of the burglar alarm system 
	According to the equipment plan of the Agency
	E.N.Shuvalov

M.L.Muntyan
	Up-to-date system of burglar alarm

	7.5.
	Setting up a representative office in Moscow
	According to the operation plan of the Agency
	E.N.Shuvalov

M.L.Muntyan
	


