Adopted by the Founders’ General

Meeting

Minutes #1, as of 25 January, 2005

Agency for Higher Education Quality Assurance and Career Development (AQA)
Independence Regulations
1. General Provisions

In terms of the educational activities, the Agency for Higher Education Quality Assurance and Career Development (AQA) that operates as an independent not-for-profit organization is aiming at making independent efforts in public assessment of the quality of provision in higher education institutions. The independent efforts mean the efforts where no stakeholders, such as higher education institutions, the state bodies, the business representatives, etc. make any impact upon the procedures the Agency conducts or the judgments and recommendations made by the Agency in the reports it prepares.
2. Independence of the Efforts Related to the Public Assessment of Academic Quality and Academic Audit Procedures in Higher Education Institutions
2.1 The procedure of public assessment of academic quality is determined by the Rules and Regulations adopted at the general shareholders meeting. The procedure is made in accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for Higher Education Quality Assurance, the Code of Practice for the Assurance of Academic Quality and Standards in Higher Education and the Institutional Audit Guidelines for the Assurance of Academic Quality in Higher Education Institutions. 

2.2 When conducting the procedures related to the public assessment of academic quality and the academic audit, the unified standards, criteria and rules and regulations are used for assessment of quality of provision/quality of programs in all higher education institutions. 
2.3 The Agency uses its own independently developed questionnaires when conducting the procedures related to the public assessment of academic quality and the academic audit in order to gather different types of information.
2.4 The Agency experts should conduct the procedures independently, without any interference on their independence from the third parties. 

2.5 The procedures are conducted simultaneously by a group of reviewers.
2.6 In the course of the audit procedures the institution representatives have a right to inform the Agency management of the possible conflict of interests.  The complaints will be considered immediately. 
2.7 The Agency has its own independently developed complaints processing procedure composed in accordance with the Russian legislation. 
2.8 The Agency guarantees that the information that the institution considers to be confidential will be maintained in confidence by the Agency. The review team cannot use the information received in the course of the audit, quality assessment and public control procedures to their personal benefit or for the purposes other than the official use. 
3. The Reviewers’ Independence

3.1 The reviewers are selected and recruited in accordance with the documents developed and adopted by the Agency. They are: Regulations for Recruitment, Training and Responsibilities of Higher Education Quality Reviewers and Advisory Council Regulations. 
3.2 The AQA Advisory Council is in charge of the review team selection and composition, as well as for the Commission Chairman selection whose responsibility is to cooperate closely with the Agency staff and the Advisory Council.
3.3 The composition of the Review Team is such that it includes experts having different competences (they are the pedagogics experts, management, audit, international standards specialists and practitioners working in the field, the employers, etc.)
3.4 The reviewers must have all the necessary competences needed to conduct public control, quality of provision assessment and audit procedures, and must have an ability to form unbiased judgments and make objective decisions.

3.5 The Review Team members should confirm the fact of their independence and the unbiased nature of the judgments in writing. (Please see a form in Annex 1).
3.6 The representatives of the institution reviewed cannot be members of the Team. 

3.7 All the discrepancies and conflicts of interests described in writing are resolved at the general stakeholder meeting where the Agency representatives, the Review Team members and the Advisory Council representatives are present. 
3.8 When conducting the procedures related to the public assessment of academic quality and academic audit of the programs or the institutional audit, an Agency member coordinates the work of the Review Team and verifies the correctness of the evidence which forms the foundation for the recommendations and judgments made. 
3.9 The Review Team members work on a for-profit basis when participating in the procedures related to the public assessment of academic quality and academic audit of programs or the institutional audit. They receive appropriate remuneration in the amount set by the Agency. The Agency also compensates to the Review Team members the amounts spent on the transportation and accommodation during the period when the procedures are conducted. 
3.10  The reviewers’ financial interest must be beyond the realm of the procedures conducted. They cannot accept gifts or other payments or bonuses from the representatives of the institution under review and from other interested parties.  
4. Final Judgments and Recommendations 

4.1 The Review Team members and the Agency are fully responsible for the judgments and recommendations made as a result of the procedure conducted related to the public assessment of academic quality and the academic audit of programs or institutional audit. 
4.2 The report submitted by the Review Team includes the reviewers’ brief CVs in order to make the fact of their independence and appropriate qualifications known. 
Meeting Chairman                        /signed/                                            Dmitri Litvin
Meeting Secretary                         /signed/                                            Yuri Rubin

Annex 1

Reviewer Independence Confirmation 

The form must be signed by each of the members of the Review Team and serves as a guarantee of the fact that the Review Team members are unbiased and independent when making their judgments. By signing the form, the reviewer states that he has no relations among, or personal interest or profit related to or feels no pressure exerted from or is not part of the conflict with nor cooperates with the representatives of the institution under review. 
	Reviewer Independence Confirmation 

Do you have any relations among or feel any pressures exerted from or are you part of the conflict with or do you cooperates with the representatives of the institution under review?   
YES/NO
If so, please give your comment here.
______________________________________________________________________________
I hereby confirm that I have no financial liabilities or other responsibility related to the institution under review, nor any personal interest related to the review procedure. I hereby promise that I shall not take any gifts or other payments or bonuses from the representatives of the institution under review and from other interested parties.
I agree with the AQA operational principles and guidelines related to the public assessment of academic quality and the academic audit of programs or institutional audit. I hereby promise to adhere to the guidelines and principles when participating in the work conducted by the Review Team.  I hereby confirm that I shall be making my judgments and form my opinions independently and without bias.   
Signed:………………………………….Full Name: ................................................................

Date: ................. ................................



