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Act of Endowment of the Japanese University Accreditation Association, Inc.

[Approved December 18, 1959; Revised August 12, 1971; Revised May 16, 1995]

Chapter I:  General Provisions

Article 1:  The name of this corporate body shall be the Japanese University Accreditation Association, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “the Association”).

Article 2:  The Association’s head office shall be located at 2-7-13 Ichigaya Sadohara-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo.

Chapter II:  Objectives and Works
Article 3:  The objectives of the Association shall be to conduct surveys and research on domestic and foreign universities, to work toward improving the quality of Japanese universities, and to contribute to international cooperation in the field of university education.

Article 4:

1.
The Association shall engage in the following works to achieve the objectives stipulated in the preceding Article:

a.
To survey and research domestic and foreign materials and data concerning universities.

b.
To set and revise Standards (etc.) for improving the quality of universities.

c.
To provide advice, assistance, and information for improving university education.

d.
To hold research meetings and conferences (etc.) as necessary to improve the quality of universities.

e.
To engage in international information exchange and international cooperation in the field of university education.

f.
To publish materials concerning university education

g.
All other necessary works required to achieve the objectives stipulated in the preceding Article.

2.
The regulations concerning the setting and revision of Standards (etc.) for improving the quality of universities shall be stipulated separately. 

Chapter III:  Assets and Accounting
Article 5:  The assets of the Association shall be as follows:

a.
The initial assets endowed to the Association at the time of its establishment, as detailed on the appended “List of Association Assets”.

b.
The formal membership fees received from the Association’s Formal Members and the supporting membership fees received from the Association’s Supporting Members.

c.
The yield generated by the Association’s assets.

d.
The income generated from the Associations’ works.

e.
Money and goods donated to the Association.

f.
Other types of revenue income.

Article 6: 

1. The Association’s assets shall be divided into two categories:  endowment (permanent) assets and operating assets.

2. The Association’s endowment assets shall be comprised of those assets listed as endowment assets on the appended “List of Association Assets” as well as any additional assets that may be recorded as endowment assets in the future.

3. The Association’s operating assets shall be comprised of all the Association’s assets other than the Association’s endowment assets.

4. When a donor contributes money or goods to the Association and specifies that such assets be recorded as endowment assets or as operating assets, the donated assets shall be recorded under the specified category (as stipulated in the two preceding Paragraphs) in accordance with the donor’s wishes.

Article 7:  The Association’s assets shall be managed by the President; the cash portion of the Association’s endowment assets shall be placed under the custody of the President and used for the purchase of reliable negotiable securities, entrusted to reliable trust banks, or placed in time deposits in accordance with resolutions passed by the Board of Trustees.

Article 8:  The Association’s endowment assets shall not be consumed or used as collateral.  However, a portion of the Association’s endowment assets may be consumed or used as collateral in compelling circumstances if this is absolutely necessary for the conduct of the Association’s works after a resolution to this effect is passed by the Board of Trustees and after receiving approval from the Minister of Education.

Article 9:  The costs incurred for the conduct of the Association’s works shall be defrayed utilizing the Association’s operating assets, which are accumulated from the yield generated by the Association’s assets, the income generated from the Association’s works, etc.

Article 10:  The Association’s “Annual Operations Plan” and its accompanying “Annual Budget” shall be compiled by the President prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, approved by a resolution of the Board of Trustees, and submitted to the Minister of Education.  These same procedures shall also be observed whenever any changes are instituted to the Association’s “Annual Operations Plan” or “Annual Budget.”
Article 11: 

1. The Association’s annual settlement of accounts shall be conducted by the President within two months after the end of each fiscal year; the annual accounting statements, “List of Association Assets,” “Operations Report,” and “Report on the Reasons for Increases or Decreases of Assets” shall be submitted to the Board of Trustees together with the Auditors’ written opinions and approved by the Board of Trustees; and an annual report shall then be submitted to the Minister of Education.

2. When the Association’s annual settlement of accounts indicates a surplus for the fiscal year, some or all of this surplus may be added to the Association’s endowment assets after a resolution to this effect is passed by the Board of Trustees, or may be carried forward as operating assets into the subsequent fiscal year.

Article 12:  Aside from items specified in the Association’s “Annual Budget,” whenever the Association seeks to take on any new obligations or to abandon any rights that it may hold, this must be approved by a resolution of the Board of Trustees and by the Minister of Education.  These same procedures shall also be observed whenever the Association borrows funds (except for short-term debts that will be repaid using the income that the Association will receive within the same fiscal year).  

Article 13:  The Association’s fiscal year shall begin on April 1 of each year and end on March 31 of the subsequent year.

Chapter IV:  Association Directors and Employees

Article 14:  The Association’s Directors shall be comprised of between 30 and 35 Trustees (including 1 President, 6 Vice-Presidents, and 1 Chief Director), and 2 Auditors.

Article 15:

1. The Association’s Trustees and Auditors shall be elected by the Board of Councilors.

2. The Association’s President and Vice-Presidents shall be mutually elected by the Trustees.

3. The Association’s Chief Director shall be elected from among the Trustees by the Board of Trustees.

Article 16:

1. The Association’s President shall serve as the representative of the Association and shall exercise overall management over the Association’s works.

2. The Association’s Vice-Presidents shall assist the President, and when the President is unable to fulfill his/her duties or must be absent for some other reason, the Vice-Presidents shall fulfill the President’s duties as the President’s proxy, or directly, in accordance with the ranking among the Vice-Presidents determined by the President beforehand.

3. The Association’s Chief Director shall, in accordance with the directives of the President, represent the Association, assist the President, and administer the Association’s works.

Article 17:  The Association’s Trustees shall be organized into a Board of Trustees, and make decisions regarding and implement the Association’s works.

Article 18:  The Association’s Auditors shall fulfill their duties in accordance with the provisions of Article 59 of the Civil Code.

Article 19:

1. The term of office of the Association’s Directors shall be two years.  However, the Directors may be reelected to serve additional terms.

2. The terms of office of Directors who are elected to fill a vacancy, or in conjunction with an increase in the number of Directors, shall be the length of the remaining term of their predecessors, or the length of the remaining terms of the other acting Directors.

3. The Association’s Directors shall continue to fulfill their duties, even after the completion of their terms of office, until their successors assume office.

4. The Association’s Directors may be removed from office, even during their terms of office, when they engage in conduct unbecoming a Director of the Association or under other special circumstances, with the consent of the Board of Councilors and the passage of a resolution to this effect by the Board of Trustees.

Article 20: 

1. The Association shall have Councilors.

2. The Association’s Councilors shall be representatives of the universities that are the Association’s Formal Members, as nominated by these universities.

3. All the provisions of the preceding Article shall also apply to the Association’s Councilors by replacing the word “Directors” with the word “Councilors” throughout the preceding Article.

Article 21:  The Association’s Councilors shall be organized into a Board of Councilors which shall conduct its works as specified in this Act of Endowment, and provide advice to the President regarding items deemed necessary, in response to requests for advice from Board of Trustees.

Article 22:  Based on deliberations by the Board of Trustees, the Association may name a small number of Advisors.

Article 23:

1. The Association may establish various Committees when deemed necessary for the conduct of the Association’s works by the Board of Trustees.

2. The Committees shall conduct surveys and research in response to requests for advice from the President, and shall report their findings to the President.

3. The Committees shall be dissolved once they have completed their works.

4. The Committee members shall be appointed by the President.

Article 24:

1. The Association shall establish a Secretariat for the handling of clerical works, and shall assign employees to the Secretariat.

2. The employees shall be appointed and dismissed by the Chief Director.

3. The employees shall work for the Association on a paid basis.

4. The Secretariat Manager shall serve as the manager of the Secretariat, and shall supervise the Secretariat’s works under the direction of the Chief Director.

5. The regulations governing the Secretariat shall be stipulated separately.

Chapter V:  Meetings

Article 25:

1. In principle, meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be held once per month.  However, extraordinary meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be called when deemed necessary by the President, or when one-third or more of the Trustees request that a meeting be held and stipulate the objectives of the meeting.

2. Meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be called by the President, and the President shall serve as the chairman for these meetings.

Article 26:

1. The Board of Trustees cannot initiate proceedings or pass resolutions unless one-half or more of the Trustees are in attendance.  However, Trustees who have provided a written document beforehand indicating their intentions regarding the concerned proceedings shall be considered as being in attendance.

2. Unless otherwise stipulated in this Act of Endowment, decisions of the Board of Trustees shall be made by a simple majority vote of the Trustees in attendance, and in case of a tie vote the decision shall be made by the chairman of the meeting.

3. The Board of Trustees must receive approval, in advance, from the Board of Councilors for the following items:

a.
Items concerning the Association’s “Annual Operations Plan” and “Annual Budget”.

b.
Item’s concerning the Association’s “Operations Report” or settlement of accounts.

c.
Items concerning the purchase of real estate, and items concerning the disposal or provision as collateral of the Association’s endowment assets.

d.
Other important items concerning the Association’s works as deemed necessary by the President.

Article 27: 

1. Meetings of the Board of Councilors shall be held twice per year.  

2. Aside from the provision stipulating the frequency of meetings, the provisions of Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 25 and of Paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 26 shall also apply to the Association’s Councilors, by replacing the words “Trustees” and “Board of Trustees” with the words “Councilors” and “Board of Councilors” throughout these Paragraphs.

.

Article 28:  The chairmen of the Association’s Committees and the Secretariat Manager may attend meetings of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Councilors and express their opinions at these meetings.

Article 29:  The chairman of the Board of Trustees meetings and the chairman of the Board of Councilors meetings shall prepare Minutes of each board meeting, and shall store these Minutes after they have been signed and sealed by the chairman and by at least two other Trustees or Councilors who attended the meeting as representatives of all the other Trustees or Councilors in attendance.  

Chapter VI:  Formal Members and Supporting Members

Article 30: 

1. The Association shall have two categories of members:  Formal Members and Supporting Members.

2. The regulations governing Formal Members and Supporting Members shall be stipulated separately.

Article 31:  The Formal Members and the Supporting Members shall pay formal membership fees and supporting membership fees to the Association, as stipulated separately by the membership regulations.

Article 32:  The Formal Members and the Supporting Members shall receive copies of the reports and other materials published by the Association.

Chapter VII:  Changes to This Act of Endowment and Dissolution of the Association

Article 33:  Changes to this Act of Endowment may not be instituted without the agreement of at least two-thirds of the Board of Trustees and at least two-thirds of the Board of Councilors, and the approval of the Minister of Education.

Article 34:  The Association may not be dissolved without the agreement of at least three-fourths of the Board of Trustees and at least three-fourths of the Board of Councilors, and the approval of the Minister of Education.

Article 35:  Upon the dissolution of the Association, the Association’s residual assets shall be donated to a public interest body or public interest bodies with objectives similar to those of the Association with the unanimous approval of the Board of Trustees and the approval of the Minister of Education.

Chapter VIII:  Supplementary Provisions

Article 36:  The detailed regulations under this Act of Endowment shall be stipulated separately by resolutions of the Board of Trustees.
Additional Provisions

[December 18, 1959]
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2. The universities that are presently full members and provisional members of the Japanese University Accreditation Association at the time of its legal incorporation shall now become Formal Members and Supporting Members of the Japanese University Accreditation Association, Inc.

3. The term of office of the Association’s initial Directors at the time of its incorporation shall be one year from the date of incorporation, and shall end on March 31, 1960.

Additional Provisions

[May 16, 1995]

This Act of Endowment shall come into effect from the date of its proclamation.

Bylaws of the Japanese University Accreditation Association, Inc.

I. Bylaws concerning Formal Members and Supporting Members

[Approved December 18, 1959; Revised December 17, 1963; Revised August 12, 1971; Revised February 24, 1973; Revised March 18, 1975; Revised March 22, 1977; Revised March 24, 1981; Revised November 21, 1994; Revised October 19, 1995; Revised February 19, 1996] 

Article 1:  These bylaws are being stipulated in accordance with the provisions of Article 30, Paragraph 2 of the Act of Endowment.

Article 2:  The Association shall register both Formal Members and Supporting Members.

Article 3:  

1. Formal Members shall be universities that support the works of the Association, that submit the prescribed formal membership application, and whose formal membership is approved by the Board of Councilors and the Board of Trustees.

2. In order to be approved as Formal Members, the universities applying for formal membership must undergo Accreditation (be examined and judged) in accordance with the separately stipulated bylaws under the provisions of Article 4, Paragraph 2 of the Act of Endowment.

Article 4:  

1. Formal members must undergo Reaccreditation (mutual evaluation) approximately once every 10 years in accordance with the separately stipulated bylaws under the provisions of Article 4, Paragraph 2 of the Act of Endowment.

2. Formal members shall apply for Reaccreditation by submitting the prescribed Reaccreditation application, and their Reaccreditation shall be approved by the Board of Councilors and the Board of Trustees based on the results of the Reaccreditation evaluation.

Article 5:

1. Supporting Members shall be universities that provide financial support for the Association’s works, that submit the prescribed supporting membership application, and that are admitted as Supporting Members by the Board of Trustees.

2. Supporting members may become Formal Members of the Association in the future.

Article 6:

1. Formal Members and Supporting Members may withdraw from the Association by submitting the prescribed membership withdrawal application.

2. Formal Members and Supporting Members shall be considered as having withdrawn from the Association when they fail to submit payment of the prescribed formal membership fees or supporting membership fees.

Article 7:  

The formal membership fees to be paid by Formal Members shall be calculated using the following fee schedule for universities and their constituent undergraduate departments and graduate school programs.  Note that the departments conducting courses at night referred to below are those that provide the same types of courses as those offered by departments conducting courses during daytime.

a.
Universities

i.
Universities:  ¥350,000 per year

ii.
Undergraduate departments:  ¥100,000 per department per year
iii.
Departments conducting courses at night (including main courses conducted at night under a daytime instruction system):  ¥50,000 per department per year 

b.
Graduate Schools

i.
University graduate school departments (graduate schools inside the universities referred to in item 1A, above):  ¥100,000 per year

ii.
Independent graduate schools:  ¥350,000 per year

iii.
Independent graduate school departments:  ¥100,000 per department per year

Article 8:  The supporting membership fees to be paid by Supporting Members shall be ¥100,000 per university per year.

Article 9:  The Formal Members and the Supporting Members shall pay their annual membership fees by the specified date each year.

Article 10:  Any revisions to these bylaws shall be decided by the Board of Trustees with the prior approval of the Board of Councilors.

Additional Provisions

[February 19, 1996]

These Bylaws shall come into effect from April 1, 1996.

II. Bylaws concerning Setting and Revising University Standards

[Approved December 18, 1959; Revised May 25, 1963; Revised August 12, 1971; Revised November 21, 1994]

Article 1:  These bylaws are being stipulated for the setting and revision of University Standards (etc.) in accordance with the provisions of Article 4, Paragraph 2 of the Act of Endowment.

Article 2:  All Standards shall be set for the purpose of raising the quality of universities.

Article 3:  All Standards shall be continuously revised to gradually raise the quality of universities.

Article 4:  

1. The University Standards, Graduate School Standards, and Correspondence Course Standards shall all be determined by the Board of Trustees with the prior approval of the Board of Councilors.

2. All Standards other than those stipulated in the preceding Article shall be determined by the Board of Trustees.

Article 5:  A Standards Committee shall be established to achieve the objectives stipulated in Articles 2 and 3, above, in accordance with the provisions of Article 23 of the Act of Endowment.

Article 6:  

1. The Standards Committee shall be comprised of 20 Standards Committee Members.

2. The Standards Committee Members referred to in the preceding paragraph shall be elected by the Board of Trustees from among candidates nominated by universities that are Formal Members (each of the Formal Members may nominate only one candidate), and appointed by the President.

3. When there are vacancies among the Standards Committee Members, these vacancies shall be filled through deliberations by the Board of Trustees.

4. The term of office of the Standards Committee Members shall be two years.  However, the Members may be reelected to serve additional terms.

5. The terms of office of Standards Committee Members who are selected to fill vacancies shall be the length of the remaining term of their predecessors.

Article 7:  

1. The Standards Committee shall have one Chairman and one Vice-Chairman.

2. The Standards Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be mutually elected by the Standards Committee Members and appointed by the President.

3. The Standards Committee Chairman shall exercise overall management over the Standards Committee’s works.

4. The Standards Committee Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman, and when the Chairman is unable to fulfill his/her duties or must be absent for some other reason, the Vice-Chairman shall fulfill the Chairman’s duties as the Chairman’s proxy.

Article 8:

1. The Standards Committee shall have one Standards Committee Manager, who shall be appointed by the President based on the recommendation of the Standards Committee Chairman.

2. The Standards Committee Manager shall be engaged in conducting the Standards Committee’s works under the direction of the Standards Committee Chairman.

Article 9:

1. Meetings of the Standards Committee shall be called by the Standards Committee Chairman.  However, the Standards Committee Chairman must call a meeting of the Standards Committee whenever he/she is requested to do so by at least one-third of the Standards Committee Members.

2. Meetings of the Standards Committee cannot be opened unless one-half or more of the Standards Committee Members are in attendance.  

3. Meetings of the Standards Committee cannot pass resolutions without the approval of at least two-thirds of the Standards Committee Members in attendance.

Article 10:  When in the process of revising Standards, the Standards Committee may listen to the opinions of the chairmen of other relevant Committees, as necessary.

Article 11:  The Chairman of the Standards Committee shall immediately submit a report to the President whenever the Standards Committee approves any program concerning Standards.

Article 12:  

1. A small number of Extraordinary Members may be appointed to serve temporarily on the Standards Committee, as necessary.

2. The Extraordinary Members shall be appointed by the President, following deliberations by the Board of Trustees, at the request of the Standards Committee.  

Article 13: The Standards Committee may establish and abolish Standards Subcommittees or Standards Task Forces, as necessary, following deliberations by the Board of Trustees.

Article 14:  

1. The Standards Subcommittees shall be entrusted by the Standards Committee with drafting University Standards.

2. The Standards Task Forces shall deliberate specific issues entrusted by the Standards Committee.

3. The Standards Subcommittees and the Standards Task Forces shall each have chairmen.  These chairmen shall be appointed by the President based on the recommendations of the Standards Committee Chairman.

4. The conclusions of the deliberations conducted by the Standards Subcommittees and the Standards Task Forces shall be reported by their chairmen to the Standards Committee Chairman.

Article 15:  Any revisions to these bylaws shall be decided by the Board of Trustees with the prior approval of the Board of Councilors.

Additional Provisions (November 21, 1994)

These Bylaws shall come into effect from April 1, 1996.
III.  Bylaws concerning Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Association Membership, and Bylaws concerning Reaccreditation
[Approved November 21, 1994]

Chapter I:  General Provisions
Article 1:  These bylaws are being stipulated for the Accreditation and Reaccredidation of Formal Members in accordance with the provisions of Article 4, Paragraph 2 of the Act of Endowment.

Chapter II:  Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Association Membership

Article 2:  

1. In these bylaws, the term “Accreditation” refers to the Accreditation (examination and judgement) of universities that have been established for at least one fiscal year and desire to become Formal Members of the Association, and to their acceptance as Formal Members by the Association.

2. The Accreditation process shall be applied to all universities that desire to become Formal Members of the Association.

Article 3:  The primary focus of the Accreditation judgement shall be to make a comprehensive judgement considering all aspects of the university that is applying to become a Formal Member.

Article 4:  The Accreditation examination and judgement shall be based on documents submitted, interviews, and on-site inspections.  However, interviews and on-site inspections shall only take place when these are deemed to be necessary.

Article 5:  An Accreditation Committee shall be established to conduct the Accreditation works in accordance with the provisions of Article 23 of the Act of Endowment.

Article 6:  

1. The Accreditation Committee shall be comprised of 20 Accreditation Committee Members.

2. Out of the Accreditation Committee Members referred to in the preceding paragraph, 16 Members shall be elected by the Board of Councilors from among candidates nominated by universities that are Formal Members (each of the Formal Members may nominate only one candidate), approved by the Board of Trustees, and appointed by the President.  The remaining four Members shall be nominated by the Board of Trustees and appointed by the President.

3. When there are vacancies among the Accreditation Committee Members, these vacancies shall be filled through deliberations by the Board of Trustees, giving consideration to the results of the election referred to in the preceding paragraph.

4. The term of office of the Accreditation Committee Members shall be two years.  However, the Members may be reelected to serve additional terms.

5. The terms of office of Standards Committee Members who are selected to fill vacancies shall be the length of the remaining term of their predecessors.

Article 7:  

1. The Accreditation Committee shall have one Chairman and one Vice-Chairman.

2. The Accreditation Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be mutually elected by the Accreditation Committee Members and appointed by the President.

3. The Accreditation Committee Chairman shall exercise overall management over the Accreditation Committee’s works.

4. The Accreditation Committee Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman, and when the Chairman is unable to fulfill his/her duties or must be absent for some other reason, the Vice-Chairman shall fulfill the Chairman’s duties as the Chairman’s proxy.

Article 8:

1. The Accreditation Committee shall have a small number of Accreditation Committee Managers, who shall be appointed by the President based on the recommendation of the Accreditation Committee Chairman.

2. The Accreditation Committee Managers shall be engaged in conducting the Accreditation Committee’s works under the direction of the Accreditation Committee Chairman.

Article 9:

1. Meetings of the Accreditation Committee shall be called by the Accreditation Committee Chairman.  However, the Accreditation Committee Chairman must call a meeting of the Accreditation Committee whenever he/she is requested to do so by at least one-third of the Accreditation Committee Members.

2. Meetings of the Accreditation Committee cannot be opened unless one-half or more of the Accreditation Committee Members are in attendance.  

3. Decisions at meetings of the Accreditation Committee shall be made by consensus among the Members in attendance.  However, when a consensus cannot be reached, decisions shall by made by a simple majority vote of the Members in attendance, and in case of a tie vote the decision shall be made by the Accreditation Committee Chairman.

Article 10:  When the Accreditation Committee is rendering a judgement regarding the initial Accreditation and approval of a university’s status as a Formal Member of the Association, the Committee may attach suggestions, admonitions, and reference opinions, as necessary.

Article 11:  

1. The Accreditation Committee may establish Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees, as necessary, following deliberations by the Board of Trustees.

2. The Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall be comprised of Members presently serving on the Accreditation Committee and of other Subcommittee Members.

3. The Members of the Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall be nominated by the Accreditation Committee and appointed by the President following deliberations by the Board of Trustees.

4. The Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall each have one Chief Examiner.

Article 12:  

1. The Institutional Review Subcommittees shall examine items concerning the overall conditions of individual universities, as entrusted by the Accreditation Committee.

2. The Specialized Review Subcommittees shall examine specific courses of study and educational and research activities at individual universities, as entrusted by the Accreditation Committee.

3. The Chief Examiners of the Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall submit Chief Examiner Reports to the Accreditation Committee by the stipulated date each year based on the results of their examinations.

Article 13:  The Accreditation Committee shall conduct interviews and on-site inspections at individual universities whenever this is deemed to be particularly necessary based on the advice of the Chief Examiners of the Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees.

Article 14:  

1. The Chairman of the Accreditation Committee shall draft Accreditation Findings Reports based on the findings of the examinations of universities applying to become Formal Members of the Association.

2. The Chairman of the Accreditation Committee shall submit the Accreditation Findings Reports to the President by the stipulated date each year.

Chapter III:  Reaccreditation

Article 15:  

1. In these bylaws, the term “Reaccreditation” refers to the Reaccreditation (mutual evaluation) of universities that are already Formal Members of the Association, and the Reaccreditation process shall take place, in principle, once every 10 years.

2. The Reaccreditation process shall evaluate the overall conditions of the individual universities requesting Reaccreditation.

Article 16:  The Reaccreditation evaluation shall be based on documents submitted, interviews, and on-site inspections.  However, interviews and on-site inspections shall only take place when these are deemed to be necessary.

Article 17:  A Reaccreditation Committee shall be established to conduct the periodic Reaccreditation of Formal Members in accordance with the provisions of Article 23 of the Act of Endowment.

Article 18:  

1. The Reaccreditation Committee shall be comprised of 20 Reaccreditation Committee Members.

2. Out of the Reaccreditation Committee Members referred to in the preceding paragraph, 16 Members shall be elected by the Board of Councilors from among candidates nominated by universities that are Formal Members (each of the Formal Members may nominate only one candidate), approved by the Board of Trustees, and appointed by the President.  The remaining four Members shall be nominated by the Board of Trustees and appointed by the President.

3. When there are vacancies among the Reaccreditation Committee Members, these vacancies shall be filled through deliberations by the Board of Trustees, giving consideration to the results of the election referred to in the preceding paragraph.

4. The term of office of the Reaccreditation Committee Members shall be two years.  However, the Members may be reelected to serve additional terms.

5. The terms of office of Reaccreditation Committee Members who are selected to fill vacancies shall be the length of the remaining term of their predecessors.

Article 19:  

1. The Reaccreditation Committee shall have one Chairman and one Vice-Chairman.

2. The Reaccreditation Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be mutually elected by the Reaccreditation Committee Members and appointed by the President.

3. The Reaccreditation Committee Chairman shall exercise overall management over the Reaccreditation Committee’s works.

4. The Reaccreditation Committee Vice-Chairman shall assist the Chairman, and when the Chairman is unable to fulfill his/her duties or must be absent for some other reason, the Vice-Chairman shall fulfill the Chairman’s duties as the Chairman’s proxy.

Article 20:

1. The Reaccreditation Committee shall have a small number of Reaccreditation Committee Managers, who shall be appointed by the President based on the recommendation of the Reaccreditation Committee Chairman.

2. The Reaccreditation Committee Managers shall be engaged in conducting the Reaccreditation Committee’s works under the direction of the Reaccreditation Committee Chairman.

Article 21:

1. Meetings of the Reaccreditation Committee shall be called by the Reaccreditation Committee Chairman.  However, the Reaccreditation Committee Chairman must call a meeting of the Reaccreditation Committee whenever he/she is requested to do so by at least one-third of the Reaccreditation Committee Members.

2. Meetings of the Reaccreditation Committee cannot be opened unless one-half or more of the Reaccreditation Committee Members are in attendance.  

3. Decisions at meetings of the Reaccreditation Committee shall be made based on a consensus among the Members in attendance.

Article 22:  When the Reaccreditation Committee has completed its evaluation of a Formal Member of the Association seeking Reaccreditation, the Committee may attach suggestions, admonitions, and reference opinions, as deemed necessary.

Article 23:  

1. The Reaccreditation Committee may establish Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees, as necessary, following deliberations by the Board of Trustees.

2. The Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall be comprised of Members presently serving on the Reaccreditation Committee and of other Subcommittee Members.

3. The Members of the Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall be nominated by the Reaccreditation Committee and appointed by the President following deliberations by the Board of Trustees.

4. The Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall each have one Chief Examiner.

Article 24:

1. The Institutional Review Subcommittees shall examine items concerning the overall conditions of individual universities, as entrusted by the Reaccreditation Committee.

2. The Specialized Review Subcommittees shall examine specific courses of study and educational and research activities at individual universities, as a entrusted by the Reaccreditation Committee.

3. The Chief Examiners of the Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall submit Chief Examiner Reports to the Reaccreditation Committee by the stipulated date each year based on the results of their examinations.

Article 25:  The Reaccreditation Committee shall conduct interviews and on-site inspections at individual universities whenever this is deemed to be particularly necessary based on the advice of the Chief Examiners of the Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees.

Article 26:  

1. The Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee shall draft Reaccreditation Findings Reports based on the findings of the evaluation of universities applying for Reaccreditation.

2. The Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee shall submit the Reaccreditation Findings Reports to the President by the stipulated date each year.

Chapter IV:  Improvement Reports

Article 27:  The Formal Members that receive suggestions or admonitions at the time of their Initial Accreditation or Reaccreditation must submit Improvement Reports regarding the improvements instituted in the concerned areas to the Association within the specified time period.

Article 28:  The Improvement Reports shall be examined by the Reaccreditation Committee.

Article 29:  The Reaccreditation Committee may attach opinions to the submitted Improvement Reports, as deemed necessary.

Article 30:  

1. The Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee shall draft Improvement Findings Reports, based on the results of the findings of the Improvement Report examinations.

2. The Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee shall submit the Improvement Findings Reports to the President by the stipulated date each year.

Chapter V:  Annual Reports

Article 31:  The Formal Members shall submit Annual Reports in the specified format to the Association each year.

Chapter VI:  Handling of Changes at Universities

Article 32:  In this Chapter, the phrase “Changes at Universities” refers to any and all changes in a university’s format including changes in the incorporators, the incorporation format, the management and administrative structure, or in the educational curricula, such as the establishment or reorganization of undergraduate departments, undergraduate courses, or graduate school programs.

Article 33:  Whenever the Formal Members institute any changes as stipulated in the preceding article, they shall notify the Association of such changes.

Chapter VII:  Supplementary Provisions

Article 34:  

1. The Board of Trustees shall decide the forms to be used for Accreditation and Reaccreditation applications, examination and evaluation memorandums, and Annual Reports.

2. The Board of Trustees may listen to the opinions of the Accreditation Committee and the Reaccreditation Committee whenever revising the forms referred to in the preceding paragraph.

Article 35:  

1. Any revisions to these bylaws shall be decided by the Board of Trustees with the prior approval of the Board of Councilors.

2. The Board of Trustees and the Board of Councilors may listen to the opinions of the Accreditation Committee and the Reaccreditation Committee whenever revising these bylaws.

Article 36:  The Detailed Regulations required for implementing these bylaws shall be decided by the Board of Trustees.

Additional Provisions (November 21, 1994)

These Bylaws shall come into effect from April 1, 1996.
IV.  Detailed Regulations concerning Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Association Membership, and Detailed Regulations concerning Reaccreditation

[Approved November 21, 1994]

Chapter I:  Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Association Membership

Article 1:  Universities seeking initial Accreditation and approval as Formal Members of the Association shall submit the Accreditation application form to the President by the stipulated date each year, and also submit the prescribed examination memorandums and other materials to the Association’s Secretariat.

Article 2:  When applications for initial Accreditation and approval as Formal Members of the Association are received, the President shall promptly entrust the Accreditation examination and judgement works to the Chairman of the Accreditation Committee.

Article 3:  The Chief Examiners of the Accreditation Committee’s Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall call meetings of their Subcommittees following the guidance of the Chairman of the Accreditation Committee.

Article 4:  The Members of the Accreditation Committee and of its Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees may not send representatives to attend committee meetings on their behalf.

Article 5:  

1. The Accreditation Committee may request universities seeking initial Accreditation and approval as Formal Members of the Association to submit whatever documents the Committee deems necessary for the conduct of its Accreditation (examination and judgement) works.

2. The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall also apply to the Accreditation Committee’s Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees.

Article 6:  

1. In making judgements on the approval of universities applying for Accreditation, the Accreditation Committee may request that the Chief Examiners of its Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees attend Accreditation Committee meetings.

2. When the Chief Examiners cannot attend Accreditation Committee meetings as stipulated in the preceding paragraph, they may send representatives to attend on their behalf.

Article 7:  

1. Accreditation proceedings may be suspended at the request of the universities applying for Accreditation.

2. The “request” referred to in the previous paragraph shall take the form of a written request submitted to the President.

Article 8:  Members of the Accreditation Committee and of its Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees may not participate in committee works when their committees are engaged in Accreditation works concerning the universities to which they are affiliated.

Article 9:  When Accreditation proceedings are suspended under the provisions of Article 7, the Chief Examiner Reports shall not be required.

Article 10:  When the Accreditation Committee deems it necessary to offer suggestions, admonitions, or reference opinions to universities seeking Accreditation, these must all be explicitly stated in its Accreditation Findings Reports.

Article 11:  When Accreditation proceedings are suspended under the provisions of Article 7, the Accreditation Findings Reports shall not be required.

Article 12:  The Chairman of the Accreditation Committee shall submit an Outline of the Committee’s Accreditation and Association Membership Works for each year, based on the Committee’s Accreditation Findings Reports, to the Board of Councilors and the Board of Trustees.

Article 13:  The Association shall provide written notification of the Accreditation findings to the universities applying for Accreditation within three weeks of the final approval of the Accreditation Findings Reports by the Board of Trustees.

Chapter II:  Reaccreditation

Article 14:  Universities seeking Reaccreditation shall submit the Reaccreditation application form to the President by the stipulated date each year, and also submit the prescribed evaluation memorandums and other materials to the Association’s Secretariat.

Article 15:  When applications for Reaccreditation are received, the President shall promptly entrust the Reaccreditation evaluation works to the Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee.

Article 16:  The Chief Examiners of the Reaccreditation Committee’s Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees shall call meetings of their Subcommittees following the guidance of the Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee.

Article 17:  The Members of the Reaccreditation Committee and of its Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees may not send representatives to attend committee meetings on their behalf.

Article 18:  

1. The Reaccreditation Committee may request universities seeking Reaccreditation to submit whatever documents the Committee deems necessary for the conduct of its Reaccreditation works.

2. The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall also apply to the Reaccreditation Committee’s Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees.

Article 19:

1. In reaching its Reaccreditation findings, the Reaccreditation Committee may request that the Chief Examiners of its Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees attend Reaccreditation Committee meetings.

2. When the Chief Examiners cannot attend Reaccreditation Committee meetings as stipulated in the preceding paragraph, they may send representatives to attend on their behalf.

Article 20:  

1. Reaccreditation proceedings may be suspended at the request of the universities applying for Reaccreditation.

2. The “request” referred to in the previous paragraph shall take the form of a written request submitted to the President.

Article 21:  Members of the Reaccreditation Committee and of its Institutional Review Subcommittees and Specialized Review Subcommittees may not participate in committee works when their committees are engaged in Reaccreditation works concerning the universities to which they are affiliated.

Article 22:  When Reaccreditation proceedings are suspended under the provisions of Article 20, the Chief Examiner Reports shall not be required.

Article 23:  When the Reaccreditation Committee deems it necessary to offer suggestions, admonitions, or reference opinions to universities seeking Reaccreditation, these must all be explicitly stated in its Reaccreditation Findings Reports.  

Article 24:  When Reaccreditation proceedings are suspended under the provisions of Article 20, the Reaccreditation Findings Reports shall not be required.

Article 25:  The Chairman of the Reaccreditation Committee shall submit an Outline of the Committee’s Reaccreditation Works for each year, based on the Committee’s Reaccreditation Findings Reports, to the Board of Councilors and the Board of Trustees.

Article 26:  The Association shall provide written notification of the Reaccreditation findings to the universities applying for Reaccreditation within three weeks of the final approval of the Reaccreditation Findings Reports by the Board of Trustees.

Chapter III:  Improvement Reports
Article 27:  Universities required to submit Improvement Reports shall submit said Reports to the Association’s Secretariat by the stipulated date of the stipulated year.

Article 28:  The Reaccreditation Committee shall examine Improvement Reports submitted by universities when requested to do so by the Association, and when the Reaccreditation Committee deems it necessary to attach opinions to the Improvement Reports, these must all be explicitly stated in its Reaccreditation Findings Reports.

Article 29:  The Association shall provide written notification of its examination findings on Improvement Reports to the universities required to submit Improvement Reports within three weeks of the completion of the deliberations and decisions regarding the Improvement Reports by the Board of Trustees.

Chapter IV:  Annual Reports

Article 30:  The Reaccreditation Committee shall examine the Annual Reports submitted by universities each year when requested to do so by the Association.

Article 31:  The Annual Reports shall be submitted to the Association’s Secretariat by the stipulated date each year.

Chapter V:  Basic Fees for Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Membership, and for Reaccreditation

Article 32:  When submitting applications for initial Accreditation and approval as Formal Members of the Association, or for Reaccreditation, universities must pay the Association the basic fees for initial Accreditation, or for Reaccreditation, as stipulated separately.

Article 33:  

1. The basic fees paid for initial Accreditation or for Reaccreditation shall not be refunded except under extraordinary circumstances.

2. When the expenses incurred by the Association in conducting Accreditation (examination and judgement) works or Reaccreditation (evaluation) works exceed the basic fees paid for initial Accreditation or for Reaccreditation, the universities applying shall bear the excess cost burden.

3. The stipulations of the two preceding Paragraphs shall remain in force even when Accreditation or Reaccreditation proceedings are suspended under the provisions of Articles 7 and 20.

Additional Provisions (November 21, 1994)

These Bylaws shall come into effect from April 1, 1996.
V.  Detailed Regulations concerning the Basic Fees for Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Membership, and for Reaccreditation

[Approved October 19, 1995; Revised February 19, 1996]

Article 1:  These Detailed Regulations stipulate the details of the basic fees for Accreditation and Reaccreditation works based on the provisions of Article 32 of the “Detailed Regulations concerning Initial Accreditation and Approval of Formal Association Membership, and Detailed Regulations concerning Reaccreditation.”
Article 2:  In these Detailed Regulations, “University Examination Fees” and “University Evaluation Fees” refer to the expenses incurred in the Accreditation and Reaccreditation of universities overall, and “Specialized Examination Fees” and “Specialized Evaluation Fees” refer to the expenses incurred in the examination and evaluation of individual undergraduate departments and graduate programs at universities, etc.

Article 3:    

1. The basic University Examination Fees and University Evaluation Fees to be paid by universities applying for Accreditation or Reaccreditation shall be calculated using the following fee schedule.

Although university graduate school departments shall be subjected to examinations and evaluations, no separate fees shall be charged for these works.  However, independent graduate schools (those that are not part of Universities) shall be required to pay University Examination Fees (or University Evaluation Fees) equivalent to those charged to universities.  In this case, the Specialized Examination Fees (or Specialized Evaluation Fees) shall be calculated in accordance with the following fee schedule by substituting the words “graduate school program” in place of the words “undergraduate department.”
a.
Accreditation Fees (fees charged for independent graduate schools shall be the same as the fees charged for universities)

i.
University Examination Fee:  ¥300,000 per university

ii.
Specialized Examination Fee:  ¥50,000 per undergraduate department
b.
Reaccreditation Fees (fees charged for independent graduate schools shall be the same as the fees charged for universities)

i.
University Evaluation Fee:  ¥300,000 per university

ii.
Specialized Evaluation Fee:  ¥50,000 per undergraduate department

2. The undergraduate departments and university graduate school programs conducting courses at night as designated in Article 7, Item a-iii of the “Bylaws concerning Formal Members and Supporting Members” shall be subjected to examinations and evaluations, but no separate fees shall be charged for these works.  However, independent graduate schools shall be required to pay University Examination Fees (or University Evaluation Fees) equivalent to those charged to universities.  In this case, the Specialized Examination Fees (or Specialized Evaluation Fees) shall be calculated in accordance with the above fee schedule by substituting the words “graduate school program” in place of the words “undergraduate department.”
3. The Specialized Examination Fees and Specialized Evaluation Fees to be charged for undergraduate departments and for graduate school programs at independent graduate schools established during the course of a given academic year shall be determined by the Board of Trustees.

Additional Provisions (February 19, 1996)

These Bylaws shall come into effect from April 1, 1996.
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