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Kingdom of Cambodia

Nation –Religion–King


Nº NS/RKT/0303/129
 Preah Reach Kret

On 

 Accreditation Committee of Cambodia
**********

We,

Preah Bat Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk

King of the Kingdom of Cambodia

· Having seen the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

· Having seen Reach Kret NºNS/RKT/1198/72 November 30, 1998 regarding the establishment of the Royal government of Cambodia.

· Having seen Reach Kram Nº 02/NS/94 July 20, 1994, promulgating the law on the organization and functioning of the council of ministers.
· Having seen Reach Kram Nº NS/RKM/0196/01 of January 24, 1996 promulgating the law on the organization and functioning of the law on the establishment of MoEYS.
· Having seen Reach Kret Nº NS/RKT/1297/91 of December 31, 1997 on the General statute of incorporation of public Administrative Establishment;
· Pursuant to the proposal of the Prime minister of the Royal Government of Cambodia.
HEREBY ORDERS

Chapter 1

General Provision

Article 1:


The purpose of this Royal Kret is to establish a legal mechanism for administering the accreditation of higher education for all higher educational institutions (HEIs) to ensure and promote academic quality for greater effectiveness and quality consistent with international standards and to determine the organization of structure, roles, functions, and duties regarding the administration of the accreditation process of higher education for all HEIs which grant degree in the Kingdom of Cambodia (Degree in this text means Bachelor and above . This mechanism is called an accreditation Committee of Cambodia (ACC).

Article 2:


All HEIs which grant degrees in the Kingdom of Cambodia are subject to the accreditation of higher education .In order to obtain such accreditation, each academic institution is subject to the evaluation of its management system, academic quality and curriculums. Only accredited HEIs may issue bachelors, Masters and Ph.Ds.

Article 3:


The establishment and management of HEIs which have not yet receive accreditation from the acc are subject to the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education Youth and Sport; whereas accreditation is subject to the jurisdiction of the accreditation Committee of Cambodia (hereinafter referred to as ACC). Within three months of the establishment of the HEI, the accreditation process should have begun.

Chapter 2

Accreditation Process

Article 4:



Each HEIs which grant degree in the Kingdom of Cambodia shall be subject to an accreditation process. The provision of accreditation of higher education shall be made through an evaluation relative to attainment of a basic minimum standard as a condition for all higher educations. The academic basic minimum standard for all HEIs is an evaluation of the performance of each HEIs as specified by Article 9 of this Royal Kret. The acc shall spell out details regarding this basic minimum standard requirement.

Article 5:


The provision of accreditation for all academic institutions in the Kingdom of Cambodia shall consist of the following categories:

· Provisional accreditation for existing higher education institutions 

· Accreditation

Article 6:


Provisional accreditation is subject to the acc approval and is provided all existing HEIs that, in the view of the ACC, have met key standards and have a credible plan to reach all prescribed standards. The HEIs shall meet the standards determined by the acc and, as a principle, after three year of holding provisional accreditation; such institutions shall undertake to obtain accreditation in accordance with the required standards. Institutions with provisional accreditation retain their current name. HEIs with provisional accreditation must report annually to the acc on their progress.

Article 7:


Any HEIs currently holding provisional accreditation must provide clear documents indicating all measures that are being taken in order to obtain accreditation within the time limit determined by the ACC. The ACC may, on its discretion and based on acceptable reasons, extend its provisional accreditation for any HEI that failed to fulfill the requirement for accreditation on time.

Article 8:


Accreditation shall be provided to any HEI which meets the minimum standards required by the ACC.

Article 9:


The ACC shall spell out detailed terms and conditions for determining minimum standard requirements for all HEIs in the Kingdom of Cambodia, including the following institutional elements:

A. Mission

-A clear statement of mission of each academic institution

-Engagement with the development of Cambodia society.

B. Governing structure, Management and planning

-Accountability, management structure, and membership of Governing Board

-Strategic planning process

-Roles and duties of Rector /Director

-Internal organizational structure

-Internal management committees

C. Academic program

-The content and organization of the academic curriculum

-Teaching effectiveness 

-The organization of course credits and transfer processes

-Principles of student assessment

-Accountability arrangements and modes of stakeholder feedback

-Research 

-Internal quality assurance system

D. Teaching staff

-Staff qualifications and experience

-Staff development 

-The details of staff remuneration

-Employment contracts with staff 

-Appointment and promotion of staff

E. Student and student service

-Admission policy

-Course requirement 

-Determination of the academic fees for students

-Process for awarding scholarships

-Other services, such as residences, entertainment and sport

-The provision of community services

F. Learning resources 

-Library, Laboratory, equipment, and other resources

-The provision of information technology

G. Physical facilities

-Management of facilities

-Number of classrooms and their sizes

-Organization of maintenance

-Regulation regarding health, safety and security within the HEI

-Communication equipment

-Others

H. Financial management and planning

-Organization of budget and planning

-Organization of audit system

I. Dissemination of Information

-Governance arrangements

-Information regarding scholarships

-Managerial decisions

-Documents and information regarding academic curriculums

-Information regarding tuition fees

-Accredited status

Other minimum standards as determined by the ACC.

Article 10:


The ACC shall consist of the following membership:

-Minister of Education, Youth and sport
Chairperson

-Minister in charge of the office the council of Ministers Vice chairperson
Permanent 

-Five Cambodians holding higher education degrees and having skill in management of higher education or skill in policy development of higher education 
Member

ACC has two persons who have experience with accreditation bodies of other countries as advisors.

Article 11:


All ACC members are nominated to work on a part time basis and will receive remuneration and allowance from the office of the council of Ministers.


The ACC has a general secretariat led by a secretary General having a position of under secretary of state and a number of deputy secretary general as a needed. Anukret determines the composition, arrangement and operation of the general secretariat.


ACC has its own internal rules and seal.

Article 12:


The ACC may recruit experts having a variety of skills for executing specific accreditation processes. These experts shall be organized in an ACC sub-committee. In the case of an HEI with a parent Ministry other that the Moeys, The relevant Minister of his/her legitimate representative shall be invited to joint that ACC sub-committee.

Article 13:


The terms of office for members of the Acc are three years and they are eligible for renewal for an additional three years.

Article 14:


In order to nominate the Acc membership, The Ministry of Education youth and Sport shall establish a committee known as the Nomination Committee, which has the responsibility to nominate the candidates for the Acc membership. In order to achieve an effective election to the Acc, Ministry of Education, youth and sport shall issue a letter to the Nomination committee to provide a list of candidates for the ACC membership.

Article 15:


The nomination of the list of candidates for ACC membership is carried out through an election by an absolute majority (50+1). After a final decision is made regarding the list of the ACC membership, the nomination committee shall refer that list which contains five Cambodian, candidates to the Minister of Education youth and sport will submit the name of the Cambodian member for appointment by Reach Kret. The nomination Committee will also nominate members to fill vacancies as the occur.

Article 16:


Membership of the Nomination Committee shall consist of the following persons:

-A representative of the Ministry of Education, youth and sport
Chair

-All rectors/Dean/Directors of HEIs recognized by the Moeys
Member

-Representative of parent ministries of each HEI
-

-A representative of the office of the Council of ministers
-

The committee has right to invite:

-Three representatives from organizations providing foreign assistance for higher

 education

-A representative from AUF

-A representative from ASEAN University Network (AUN)

-A representative from SEAMEO-RIHED

to participate in the process of nominating ACC members.

Article 17:


All HEIs, which intend to grant higher education degree, are expected to seek and maintain accreditation. The ACC shall clearly determine the term and conditions of accreditation; including the categories of accreditation as specified by the provisions if this Reach Kret. Now degree programs in accredited HEIs will also be subject to an accreditation process. The ACC will determine information required in line with the accreditation processes mentioned above.

Article 18:


All information related to accreditation shall be regarded as public information and must be available to the public. The ministry of education, Youth and sport shall have a duty to make public information regarding each HEI as well as other educational institutions in the Kingdom of Cambodia. The ACC shall have duty to announce to the public its own findings. And similarly, each HEI shall have the duty to make a clear announcement to the public of the form of accreditation it received from the Acc.

Article 19:


The annual report of each academic institution a copy of which is submitted to the Acc shall be referred to the Ministry of education, youth and sport; other copes shall be safely kept for public review in the office of each HEIs ; another copy shall be deposited with the state Bureau of Archives.

Article 20: 


The terms and conditions by which ACC operates shall be specified by its internal rules of procedure consistent with the provisions of this Reach Kret. Every ACC formal decision shall be made in writing and approved by an absolute majority (50+1).

Article 21:


The ACC shall have the following roles and duties:


-Determine accreditation policy and measures to assure academic quality for all

 
HEIs in the Kingdom of Cambodia

-Determine the accreditation status of HEIs

-Approve curriculums for the foundation course for first-year university students 

in HEIs

-Maintain records of institutional and program evaluation and quality assurance 

activities in each HEIs

-Make evaluations on the basis of visits to the HEIs

-Relate with other national and international institutions involved with

 accreditation and academic quality assurance 

-Secure proper participation of stakeholders concerned with the outcomes of each

 academic institutions that applies for accreditation, e.g. concerned Ministries,

 professional associations, etc.

-Make broad announcement to the public of the results of the ACC findings in

 relation to its take of accreditation


The ACC shall evaluate and provide renewed accreditation for a period of up to five years for all fully accredited EHIs .

Article 22:


Any foreign HEIs that wish to operate in the Kingdom of Cambodia shall submit a request for accreditation to the ACC and it operates under the same laws as Cambodian HEIs. The operation in the Kingdom of Cambodia by foreign HEIs in association with an accredited Cambodian HEIs is allowed if those foreign HEIs has recognized by government or by the accreditation agency in its home country.

Chapter 3

Academic Quality Assurance

Article 23:


Academic quality assurance is defined as which an institution is able to confirm that the standards which the HEI has set for itself are maintained and continuously improved. Academic quality assurance in the Kingdom of Cambodia shall both internal and external evaluative aspects.

Article 24:


Internal evaluation is an academic quality assurance process by which each HEI shall regularly review its an annual standards to teaching-learning objectives, as well as other objectives, are fulfilled. The ACC shall provide instructions regarding this internal process.

Article 25:



External evaluation involves the HEI reporting to the ACC on progress toward meeting the HEI's goal and improving areas identified by the ACC in the accreditation process.

Article 26:


Each academic institution shall have a duty to make broad announcement to the public of the result of academic quality assurance it has achieved each year. The dissemination of information to the public shall be printed in a form that is concise and easily understood.

Chapter 4:

Minimum course requirements

Article 27:


Academic programs shall consist of one or may courses in specific areas of study learning to higher education degrees.

Article 28:


In order to obtain a Bachelor degree, each student is first required to complete successfully the foundation course of one academic year or its equivalent on a part-time basis. The successful completion of the foundation year will be recognized by certificate of foundation studies. Another three years of full-time attendance or equivalent time period for part-time attendance are required for a Bachelor degree.

Article 29:


Criteria for enrolment for the foundation course shall be determined by the relevant academic institution and will be reviewed by the ACC as a part of the accreditation approval process. The enrolment for the foundation course shall be based on the result of the exams taken at the end of the final grade of secondary education. With the consent of the ACC, each academic institution may determine criteria for enrolment by students from any schools which do not issue degree or from other educational institutions undertaking curriculums higher than the final grade of secondary education. HEIs may also enroll adult students without formal secondary qualifications.

Article 30:


The foundation course shall consist of subjects drawn from the following four subject areas:


-Arts and humanities


-Mathematics, sciences and computer technology 


-Social sciences and 


-Foreign languages


Each of the subject areas mentioned above must comprise at least 20% of the total credits in order to receive a certificate at the end of the foundation course. The specific subjects chosen by students within the foundation course shall conform to the subjects which the students select but should also take account of the requirements for a future degree program.

Article 31:


The following subjects are included in the area of arts and humanities:


-Literature


-History


-Philosophy


-Fine art


-Music


-Archeology


-Religious studies


-Khmer studies


Other subjects approved by the ACC

Article 32:


The following subjects are included in the area of mathematics and science:


-Mathematics


-Chemistry


-Biology


-Physics


-Geology


-Environmental studies (each science)


-Applied sciences


-Computer


Other subjects approved by the ACC

Article 33:


The following subjects are included in the area of social sciences:


-Political science


-Public administration


-Sociology and anthropology


-Psychology


-Economics


-Geography


-Demography


Other subjects approved by the ACC.

Article 34:


The following subjects shall be integrated into the area of foreign languages:


-English


-French


-Other languages.

Article 35:


Each university may offer a certificate of foundation studies at the end of the foundation course, but only with prior approval from the ACC. In order to obtain such authority from the ACC, each institution must be able to enroll at least 500 full-time students or an equivalent part-time number for the foundation course. A Department of foundation studies within the HEI shall organize the foundation course. The certificate at the end of the foundation course shall include subjects as specified by the articles mentioned above.

Article 36:


All academic institutions shall determine criteria for enrolment in specialized field learning to a degree at the bachelor level. These criteria shall include passing grades achieved during the foundation course. In special circumstances, an HEI may allow enrollment in any specific subject/area/professional course for students who holding valid credits from institutions offering post-grade 12 courses. The ACC must approve these special cases.

Article 37:


All HEIs shall organize academic courses based on a credit system. In order to be eligible for a certificate of foundation studies or a degree, students must obtain the number of credits specified by the institution for that particular certificate or degree.

Article 38:


The academic curriculums for all degree and for the foundation course shall consist of various subjects which carry specified number of hours taught, the estimated hour required for student preparation outside of the class and on the assessment process. The value of credit shall ordinarily be based on the number of hours a course is taught weekly during a university semester. For any subject involving direct practical/lab work, the learning period might be extended. The ACC shall determine the terms and conditions of a credit system and give instructions on organizing it in HEIs.

Article 39:


A credit system is a mechanism that allows for part-time attendance or a combination of full-time and part-time attendance.

Chapter 5:

Transfer of Credits

Article 40:


The transfer of credits a formal recognition by one HEI of any subject or course a student has successfully completed in another accredited HEI. The transfer of credits is an important ingredient of a flexible and efficient higher education system.

Article 41:


Each HEI is encouraged to recognize credits a student obtained from another accredited HEI, but the final decision regarding the transfer of credits rests with the HEI receiving the transferred credits. The terms and conditions by which credits are transferred shall be determined by the ACC.

Chapter 6:

Categories of Academic Institutions

Article 42:


Any HEIs that have gained status as public or private educational institutions may provide scholarships for eligible students. The provision of a scholarship to a student eliminates the need for the student to pay part or all of the tuition fee charged by the HEI. The funding for scholarships can come from a variety of source, but in case of public HEIs, the funding for scholarship fees shall be provided from the Royal Government of Cambodia and other sources.

Article 44:


Scholarships for students exist in three categories:


-The first category is for outstanding students.


-The second category is for those who are able students but who cannot afford to

 
continue their education.


-The third category is for students who study specialization or determined by the

 
Royal Government of Cambodia that are priority specialization or are needed by 

the society.


In providing scholarships to students, care must take as regards to gender issues, geographic location, and members of ethnic groups in the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Article 45:


In order to achieve transparency in administering and providing scholarships to students, all HEIs are required to make public the list of students who have received scholarships fro that institution.

Chapter 8:

Academic Organization structure

Article 46:


The Ministry of education, youth and sport shall be responsible for higher education in the Kingdom of Cambodia. The Ministry will establish all HEIs within the Ministry as autonomous Institutions in accordance with the provisions of Reach Kret on the General Statute of Incorporation of Public Administrative Establishment.

Article 47:


The Ministry will prepare a model draft Anukret to facilitate the process of organizing HEIs to become autonomous HEIs as stated in article 46. The provisions of model draft Anukret will be consistent with the minimum standards for institutional governance developed by the ACC.

Article 48:


To become an autonomous HEI each HEI must:

A. Have a Governance Board. The numbers of which are drawn from the institution, the government institutions and civil society.

B. Have responsibilities for:

-Development and application of academic curriculums 

-Financial management 

-Personnel management

-Setting tuition fees

-Asset management

-Procurement

C. Be accountable through an annual report to Ministry and the ACC which includes details of activities and financial statements of the institution. The report to be publicly available.

Article 49:


The ACC will review periodically the arrangements for institutional governance of all HEIs to ensure conformity with the minimum standards.

Chapter 9:

Financing the Royal

Article 50:


Any HEI, which is a part of a ministry and receives budget from a ministry or existing state institution, may receive budget from the relevant ministry or state institution until it gains a status as an autonomous institution from the Royal Government of Cambodia. Such academic institutional may receive funds from other sources, inc 

Government of Cambodia, bilateral and multilateral assistance from non-governmental organizations, and may determine the tuition fees and charges fee for various services rendered by the institutions.

Article 51:


Any HEI, which is an autonomous institution, may receive funds from other sources, such as the Royal Government of Cambodia, bilateral and multilateral assistance and assistance from non-governmental organizations. These HEIs may determine the tuition fees and the charges for various services rendered by them. The funds from the Royal Government of Cambodia shall be integrated into the budget appropriations of the parent Ministry. These funds may be integrated into budget Chapter 10: salaries and allowances and Chapter 31: Intervention in social welfare area (scholarship). The current budget Chapter outlined in chapter 11 and chapter 13 of the Royal Government of Cambodia shall be integrated into chapter 31. Any reduction of budget because of the decrease in the number of civil servants made in chapter 10, shall be refunded in chapter 31: intervention in social welfare area of the Government budget appropriations (scholarships).

Article 52:


The total budget in chapter 10 and chapter 31 outlined above shall be used for funding the cost of scholarships. The number of scholarships shall be determined by the unit cost for each student at each academic institution. Rector/Director will determine the unit cost per student each year.

Article 53: 


The Ministry of education, youth and sport and Ministry of economy and finance shall jointly determine the number of scholarships provided to each HEI in each year. The number of scholarships shall be informed in writing to HEIs before a selection date.

Article 54:


The HEI shall submit its five-year strategic plan to the parent Ministries in September , including detailed budget appropriations for the first year. These detailed budget appropriations shall clearly identify revenues, such as income from student fees, salary supplements for the civil servants and for contractual employees and detailed reports regarding major purchases.

Article 55:


The parent Ministry shall review the budget appropriations outlined above within four weeks and shall raise questions to that institution if any. If the Ministry does not object to that institution's budget in four weeks, then the institution concerned shall regard that that the Ministry has definitely approved its budget and no further approvals are required.

Article 56:


When agreement is reached regarding this budget, HEI shall refer this budget to the Ministry of Economy and Finance to transfer agree-upon public funds directly to the HEI consistent with the Government budget appropriations, Chapter 10 and Chapter 31.

Article 57:


Each HEI shall submit its annual financial report to parent Ministry within eight weeks after the date of the expiration of its financial year.

Article 58:


Fixed assets, land and public building currently controlled by each HEI belong to the state assets  and/or land and buildings, In case any public HEI plans to building, it shall obtain proper authority from the Royal Government of Cambodia in the budget approval process.

Chapter 10

Private Higher Education Institutions

Article 59:


Private HEIs will comply with accreditation requirements and requirements for quality assurance in the same way as public HEIs. As part of the accreditation process each private HEI will submit the ACC:


-Strategic plans for development of the institution which will set the contribution 

of the HEI to the improvement of higher education in Cambodia.

-Details of Governance arrangements including the membership and manner of

 appointments for the Governing Board which will include representatives of civil 

society.

-Terms and conditions for the appointment of the rector/director.

-Arrangements for the proper management of the property and finances of the institution

-An annual report setting out its activities and financial statements which will also be made available to the public.

Article 60:

A private HEI may lease the state fixed assets and land and buildings from the Government. The amount of rental fees paid shall be agreed upon by that private academic institution and the Royal Government of Cambodia and reflect the number of scholarships offered to students by that institution. A private HEI is entitled to manage fixed assets, land and buildings, and may build new buildings on the fixed assets leased from the state if proper authority is obtained from the Royal Government of Cambodia.

Chapter 11:

Sources of Budget Resources of ACC

Article 61:


Acc has separated budget allocation that is an annex on budget of the Office of the Council of Ministers. Budget resources of ACC shall be from the Government and other sources.

Chapter 12:

Transitional Provisions

Article 62:


In order for the accreditation process to be conducted effectively and in a timely manner in the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Royal Government of Cambodia shall establish the ACC in the first mandate.

Article 63:


Any provision contraries to this Reach Kret shall be deemed abrogated.

Article 64:


The Samdech Prime Minister of the Royal Government of Cambodia shall be responsible for implementing this Reach Kret.

Article 65:


This Reach Kret goes to legal force from the date of signature.

Phnom Penh, 31 March 2003

For the King 

Signature and Seal

CHEA SIM

Having submitted to the KING for his signature

Prime minister

Signature

HUN SEN

Unofficial Translation
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