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Internationalisation(1) 
• Transnational education 

 Increase from 597 non-local programmes in 2001* to 1,145 in 2012#  

• International students 

• Quota for students from the Mainland, Taiwan and Macao relaxed to 

20% in 2008 

• Government Scholarship Fund ($1.25b since 2011) for outstanding 

local & non-local students studying publicly-funded programmes 

• Hong Kong PhD Fellowship Scheme since 2009 (about 135 PhD 

Fellowships each year;165 awardees from 32 countries in 2012/13)^ 

• Relax employment and immigration restrictions 

 Non-local students increased from 9,200 in 2008/09 to 21,000 in 

2011/12@ 

 

#Source: Website of Education Bureau, Non-local Courses Registry. “Statistical Information” retrieved on 18 Jan 2013 

*Source: British Council, “Hong Kong: Transnational Education at the Turning Point” published in October 2010 

^Source: Website of UGC. Press release dated 30 Mar 2012 retreieved on 22 Jan 2013 
@Source: Website of Education Bureau. “Key Statistics on Post-secondary Education” retrieved on 18 Jan 2013 

© 2013 HKCAAVQ. All Rights Reserved. 
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Internationalisation(2) 

• Exchange programmes 

 

 Pilot Mainland Experience Scheme - $100m for 5 years from July 

2011 to June 2016. For 2011/12, $26 million to 14 post-secondary 

institutions. 8,500 students are expected to benefit from the 

scheme.& 

 

 UGC-funded programmes: incoming exchange students increased 

from about 1,200 in 2003/04 to 4,400 in 2011/12 

 

 
 

 

 

&Source: Education Bureau. Response to Legco’s questions dated 27 Feb 2012 

© 2013 HKCAAVQ. All Rights Reserved. 
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British Council “Shape of things to Come” 

report on TNE 

 • Identified Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore and 

the the UAE as the ‘most favourable prospects 

as hosts of TNE programmes over the next 2-3 

years. 

 

• The Observatory on Borderless Higher 

Education’s report did not see Hong Kong in the 

same light as its TNE activities are focused on 

twinning activities rather than campuses. 
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Significance of NLP Provision in HK 

• Enrolment in UGC-funded institutions at three 

levels, both modes 

– 75,597 

• Enrolments in NLP, at three levels, both modes 

– 44,897 

 

Figures for 2011/12 
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Local partners  

• Extension arms of local universities      64% 

• NGO’s                                                    5% 

• Private colleges      16% 

• Private companies      15% 

 

Distribution by level 

• PGD – 57% 

• UG – 30% 

• Sub-degree – 11% 

 

Source: FCE, figures in 2009 

Overseas partners  

• ~ 203 in 2013 
Source: EDB 
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UK

79.7%

Others

0.3%

USA

4.2%Canada

0.3%

Mainland

3.6%
Australia

11.9%

UK

59.7%

Others

5.4%

USA

11.7%

Canada

0.9%

Mainland

5.2%

Australia

17.1%

Registered / Exempted Courses (by country) 

• Registered courses • Exempted courses 

Source: Education Bureau (as at 30 September 2013) 
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The changing context 

“Large scale importers of higher education (like 

Hong Kong) have followed a distinct pattern of 

development, with regulatory frameworks 

evolving to suit the conditions that exist in each 

stage of development.”  (McBurnie and Zigouras 

2007) 



20th Anniversary 

Stages of development 

1. students travel abroad to study. 

  
2. The capacity of the local system is built up, through light 

touch licensing which allows partnerships with foreign 
universities. 

3. As local capacity grows, reliance on foreign universities shifts 
and increasingly rigorous quality assurance is used. 

4. Having grown domestic capacity, the government looks at its 
options for exporting education.  This may involve plans to 
become a ‘hub’ provider attracting students from the region.  
The presence of prestigious foreign providers may be a key 
part of the drawcard.  
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The Hong Kong Law 

 

 

Cap 493 

1997 

 

May 

2008 

Cap 

592 

Cap 493: Non-local Higher and Professional Education (Regulation) Ordinance 

Cap 592: Accreditation of Academic and Vocational Qualifications Ordinance 

Trade in 

service 
 incentives  

http://hk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A3eg8_dWSLVMki0BaRW1ygt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBqamdoM3Q5BHBvcwMxMgRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1g5q8gbj8/EXP=1287035350/**http://hk.image.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http%253A%252F%252Fhk.image.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Drulers%2526js%253D1%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526fr%253DFP-tab-web-t&w=400&h=267&imgurl=images.inmagine.com%252Fimg%252Fcomstock%252Fkss017%252Fks8594.jpg&rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.inmagine.com%252Fkss017%252Fks8594-photo&size=67k&name=Rulers+photo&p=rulers&oid=b73d17f24e388b7e&fr2=&no=12&tt=308273&sigr=11b6uvttl&sigi=11in43jsn&sigb=12llufsen&type=JPG
http://hk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A3eg8_iySLVMBngAE9G1ygt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpZTByOGFiBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1h837tm23/EXP=1287035442/**http://hk.image.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http%253A%252F%252Fhk.image.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dpapers%2526js%253D1%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526y%253D%2525E6%252590%25259C%2525E5%2525B0%25258B%2526fr%253DFP-tab-web-t&w=800&h=1006&imgurl=www.studiesinthebook.com%252Fimages%252Fpapers.jpg&rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.studiesinthebook.com%252Farticles.html&size=110k&name=papers+jpg&p=papers&oid=75038a1084edf54c&fr2=&no=2&tt=4446546&sigr=11dogl7h8&sigi=11a048k0a&sigb=13a8l4g6n&type=JPG
http://hk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A3eg8_iySLVMBngAGtG1ygt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcWpidGtpBHBvcwM4BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jdjqae5r/EXP=1287035442/**http://hk.image.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http%253A%252F%252Fhk.image.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dpapers%2526js%253D1%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526y%253D%2525E6%252590%25259C%2525E5%2525B0%25258B%2526fr%253DFP-tab-web-t&w=500&h=500&imgurl=farm4.static.flickr.com%252F3397%252F3182588808_99f138d29d.jpg&rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.flickr.com%252Fphotos%252Fritavitafinzi%252F3182588808%252F&size=78k&name=papaveri+papers+...&p=papers&oid=e76f0d3d64ec0c14&fr2=&fusr=rita+vita+fi...&no=8&tt=4446546&sigr=11mh3nhh1&sigi=11m92m37i&sigb=13a8l4g6n&type=JPG
http://hk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A3eg8_k9SbVMbuEAZ9K1ygt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpY2Y5NXNiBHBvcwM2BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1e60k79b1/EXP=1287035581/**http://hk.image.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http%253A%252F%252Fhk.image.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dteam%2526js%253D1%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526fr%253DFP-tab-web-t&w=400&h=571&imgurl=www.u2uk.com%252Fpics%252Fteam.jpg&rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.u2uk.com%252F11_2.html&size=59k&name=team&p=team&oid=f9ca783739ea6158&fr2=&no=6&tt=66171263&sigr=10t52v45j&sigi=10qegd6s7&sigb=12jrccsm3&type=JPG


20th Anniversary 

12 

12 

  

HK Qualifications Framework 

 • Platform for lifelong learning covering 
      

– Mainstream education 

– Vocational education and training 

– Continuing education 

• Qualifications 

– Characterised by outcome-based Generic Level Descriptors  (GLD) 

       

• Quality Assurance  

• Voluntary 

• Function 

– Rationalisation of qualifications 

– Recognition  

– Articulation 

 

 

QF Levels Academic Qualifications  

7 e.g. Ph.D; doctoral .. 

6 e.g. Master’s degree 

5 e.g. Bachelor’s degree 

4 e.g. AD, HD 
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Accreditation vs Registration 

• Registration 
– Under Cap 493 

– comparability with the home courses delivered in the home countries 
of the non-local operators 

– Mandatory 

– Paper based review by HKCAAVQ staff, determination by NCR 

 

• Accreditation  
– Under Cap 592 

– Benchmark against local education system and HKQF (outcome-based) 

– Voluntary 

– Peer review with on-site visit 

– same accreditation process for registered and exempted courses  
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Purpose of NLP Accreditation 

• To address legal and contextual issues 

• To provide a further QA process for 

rigorous assessment 

– Local recognition 

– Operators, eligible students can access 

incentive schemes and student funding 

support 
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Underlying Assumption of  

the Accreditation Model 

• For regulated NLPs 

• Non-local partners assume overall responsibility 
– academic standards  

– Quality control  

• Non-local partners comparatively mature 

• Non-local partners experienced with EQA 

• Programme standards – HK including QF standards 

• Non-local and local partners must operate with shared 
vision, philosophy, responsibilities, commitment  

• Accreditation outcome  
– Yes / No 
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Accredited Non-local Programmes (by countries) 

USA

20%

Australia

18%

UK

62%

Source: Qualifications Register (as at 11 October 2013)  

Total: 107 

programmes  
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Accreditation Process 

• Collective Approach  

– by disciplines/industries on a cyclic basis 

 

• IE + PV 

– a joint back to back exercise  

 

• Panel of Peers  

– Financial Expert(s) to advise the Panel 
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Quality Assurance by HKCAAVQ  

of Non-local Courses 

 

 

 

Programme 

Revalidation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Initial Evaluation 

of collaborative 

provision per 

partnership 

 Programme 

Validation  
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Accreditation Framework 
Stage 1: Initial Evaluation for  

Collaborative Provision1 

1. Organisational Management 

1. Institutional Strategy and 

Authority to Establish the 

Collaboration 

2. Accreditation Status of the 

Non-Local Operator 

3. Contractual Considerations  

4. Policy and Operational 

Framework 

5. Assessment and 

Management of Risk 

2. Financial and Physical Resources 

3. Staffing and Staff Development 

4. Quality Assurance 

Stage 2: Programme Validation2 

• Outcome-based learning 

programme 

• Objectives and Learning 

Outcomes 

• Content and Structure 

• Admission Requirements 

and Student Selection 

• Teaching and Learning 

• Student Assessment 

• Staffing and Staff Development 

• Financial and Physical Resources 

• Student Support Services 

• Quality Assurance (including 

Programme Development and 

Management) 

• Student Records and Information 

Management 
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Culture Shock –prior EQA experience 

• Audit vs accreditation 

• System level evaluation vs accreditation of 

outcome-based learning programme 

• Mapping of ILOs vs assessment as the evidence. 

 



20th Anniversary 

Why Seek Accreditation? 
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Why Accreditation? 

• Financial subsidies for students on accredited NLPs 

• Qualifications Framework Support Schemes (QFSS) 

• Part time employment and Internship 

• Continuing Education Fund (CEF) 

• Immigration Arrangement for non-local graduates 

• Criteria being developed for Mainland students to 

study in accredited self-financed NLP 
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